Das Salzkammergut und die
Weltkulturerbelandschaft
HaIIs-_tatt-D-achstei:nlSaI'zka'mme-rgut'

Grundlagenforschung, Kulturlandschaftspflegewerk
und Monitoring

Geselischaft fiir Landeskunde - 00. Musealverein

Beitrage zur Landeskunde von Oberosterrelch 18




Architektonisches Erbe / Historische Geographie / Kulturelles Erbe
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About the Urban Development of Hallstatt |

1 Introduciion

In Hallstatt an intensive salt mining industry can be traced back to the Middle and Late Bronze Ages' by a lot
of individual and deposit findings.?

Generally three ways of salt extraction can be distinguished:
1) The extraction of sea salt by drying out the sea water in salt gardens.
2) The mainly prehistorical mining of crystalline rock salt.

Fig.1: View of Hallstatt (Idam/Buxbaum)
3) The extraction of salt by dissolving salty water in a salt mine and subsequently drying up of the brine.

Making abstraction of the prehistorical mining, which is not the subject of this lecture, the production of brine
in the salt mine of Hallstatt has been proved since 1305. The processing of the brine demanded an appropriate
conceniration of the plant, specific forms of manufacturing, organisation, and technology at this very early stage.’
Taking into consideration the necessary equipment, the division of labour and the diversity of tasks, the evapo-
ration of the brine is classified as a pre-industrial activity#

Defining a “Single factory Town” as a place where one company structures the entire communal life>, Hallstatt
could be seen as the European prototype of this form of settlement.
The subject of this lecture will focus on the modern times period, putting stress on the urban, the operational
and the functional development of Hallstatt. Furthermore we will prove that the urban structure of the area is
mainly determined by operational necessities.

The systematically planed medieval foundation of the site was destroyed by a catastrophic conflagration in
1750. All company’s buildings and about 35 town houses were destroyed by the fire. The reconstruction of the
market of Hallstatt after 1750 and the dynamic development of tourism during the 19th Century altered the site
substantially. Still, Hallstatt kept its historical importance by maintaining the inirial shape of the parcels of land,
Being a monument of such unique importance, it was classified as a World Cultural Heritage Site in 1997%
Since the Middle of the 19th Century there is to be registered a continuous declination of the salt production. In
combination with the recession of tourism over the last years, a significant job loss and the out-migration of the
younger citizens is to be noticed. In the village the results of this recession — vacant houses and closed shops —
cannot be overlooked.

47




Friedrich Tdam & Pia Buxbaum

2 Topography

2.1 Topographical survey

The Lake

The lake of Hallstatt is 8,2 kilometres long in the north-south direction and 2,1 kilometres wide, which results
in a total surface of 8,58 square- kilometres. The water volume of the lake is about 500 million meters cube. This
constitutes a huge heat reservoir which influences the micro dlimate in a positive way.”

There are four main inlets to the lake of Hallstatt: The river Traun and the Waldbach in the South, the Gosau-
bach in the West and the Zlam- or Leislingbach in the East. On the northern side a barrage, a so called “Klause®,

built in the 16th Century dams the lake. This construction allows a regulation of the water level in the leaving
river Traun.

The Mountains

The steep slope of the Dachstein mountain range forms the southern border at the end of the valley. Its ele-
vated plateau is 1000 meters above the level of the lake. The Sarsteinstock at about the same height, which is
also a part of the Dachstein chain, borders the eastern lakeside.

In the North, the valley opens towards the “farbenreichen Kulturbéden™, the colorful arable soils of the nejgh-
bour municipality of Bad Goisern.

The western lakeside is shaped by the smoother and partially uninterrupted wooded flanks of the Schneidko-
gel, the Kreuzberg, and the Hallberg.

The lake’s surrounding mountain ranges are interrupted by the Echern-valley in form of a trough and the area
of the Waldbach’s mouth.

The Communes of the Lake of Hallstatt

The south eastern and the southern lakeside is occupied by the “Marktgemeinde” of Obertraun. A “Markige-
meinde” is defined as a community with market rights and will be referred to as a “market commune” or simply
“market” during the lecture. The northern lakeside and the northern part of the eastern lakeside are part of the
common land of Bad Goisern. The remaining western and parts of the eastern lakeside belong to the market
commune of Hallstatt.

The Market Commune of Hallstatt

Hallstatt would never have reached his actual size if not the salt had attracted the people to come to this spot
of the “Salzkammergut”.?
The market commune of Hallstatt consists of 4 independent settlements; the two hamlets Gosauzwang and Salz-
berg, the market of Hallstatt and the village of Lahn. !0
The market of Hallstait and the eastern part of the village of Lahn are linked by their situation at the lakeside as
well as through urban and traffic structures. These two parts of the market commune are the topic of this lecture.
1n the following we will refer to the market of Hallstatt simply as “market” and to the village of Lahn as “Lahn”.

2,2 The Morphology of the Villages

The Market

The market of Hallstatt marks the landscape situated in 2 dominant site on an alluvial cone of about nine hec-
tares. The houses are crowded together next to the steep mountain slopes. “As if somebody had thrown out a
box of toys over the slopes, the houses lie packed together and one over the other down there. [...] No passage-
way. The mountains rise predominantly up from the water. No space.”!! The impressive vertical development of
the buildings is significant for the appearance of the market.

Remarkable is the circumstance that since the Middle of the 18th Century the extension of the built area in the
market has not considerably changed. The dimensional relation of the natural landscape to the cultural lands-
cape stayed more or less the same. By transferring the company’s buildings for the production and the admini-
stration to the Lahn, the market of Hallstatt lost its initial importance.!2
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Because of the topological condition the even grounds are extremely rare in the market of Hallstatt. “The hou-
ses are built so near to the rocks that [...] you can step out evenly at the backside of the upper rooms onto the
rocks and look down on the lake over the roofs. At some places in Hallstatt there is no other way than to go
over a sort of bridge that passes over the roofs of the houses.”™? _

The accessibility of the market became more and more difficult as the development of the traffic on roads and
the recession of the traffic on svater was going on. Even more so because the vertical accessibility is only possi-
ble over stairs and small paths.

Lahn

The situation in Lahn is completely different. The even grounds were used by agriculture until the middle of
the 18th Century. The reconstruction of the salt-works plant after 1750 — the date of the conflagration — signifies
the first urban development of the area. The remaining buildings of this period, as the “Big Amtshaus” that is the
big administration building, the former salt-works hospital, the Calvary ensemble and the building of the Bene-
fizium, are still the landmarks of the village. In Lahn we can see how building activities were going on in the se-
cond half of the 20th Century at the example of numerous transformations and newly constructed buildings. The
urhan structure of the area shows no systematical pattern at first sight.'4 Besides some typical K.X. (imperial and
royal) multiple dwellings of the Jate 19th Century there is to be noticed a larger group of wooden cabins.

3 Urban Development
3.1 The Development of the Traffic Netwoik

The Waterway

The unique emplacement of the village squeezed between the steep slope of the Salzberg and the lake of Hall-
statt, has always determined the waterway over the lake as the main access.”® Until the late 19th Century the
whole goods traffic came via the lake.
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Fig, 2: The Market (Hans Rietzinger 1713, Tagrevierkarte, 08. Landesarchiv, Linz, Karten- und Plinesammlung)
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Al 80.000 cubic metres per year were brought via the lake, in so called “Bégen”'®, Tearing a huge ring of
trumks that were tied together by chains, the wood was transported on the lake.

In so called “Sechserzillen™ — about 30 metre long ships — the salt was transported on the [ake and down the
river Traun.

In so called “Mutzen”"® that were moved by four oars the salt and the coals were brought to and from the train
station until the middle of the 20th Century. At the lake side wooden huts belonging to one house in the village
were constructed in order to stock the fire wood. Because of the fact that the buildings at the market were rat-
her small and crowded together, it was impossible to stock the wood inside the houses.

The steam navigation started in 1862, when the steamer began with a regular service between Hallstatt and
Steeg.’” The train station on the East side of the lake in front of the market of Hallstatt was constructed in 1881,
Since then a regular ship service has existed between those two places during the entire year,

The Paths

The existing grid of paths dates partly back to the founding of the market in the Middle Ages.
The basic grid of old paths in Lahn can be seen on rhe map of Rietzinger of 1713. For the Echerntalweg a for-
mer Roman path can be proved

Around 1825 the grid of paths is not developed considerably in comparison to the state of 1713. The reason
is to find in the fact that most of the goods traffic passed off the walerway.,

In the plan the orientation of the grid towards the lake is clearly readable. The area north of the salt-works
channel, the landing place, is as a whole a place for the manipulation of the woed.

The Street

Due to the dominating water traffic, Hallstatt stayed during a long period on the outside of the modern traffic
grid of the Salzkammergut.® The accessibility by land coming up next to the river Traun to Hallstatt was nof im-
portant in the old days.

Until the late 19th Century the only connection by land was the “Obere Weg"? passing on the East side of the
Hallberg above the houses. To the North this path continues as a smaller and bumpy mule track to the Gosau
mill and as Gosau street to the main street. In direction South it leads to Aussec passing by Obertraun and the
Koppen ravine.” Only in 1875 a street replaced the mule track from the Gosaumiihle to the market.

To realise the construction of the street next to the lake side replacing the “Oberen Weg”, at least five houses
had to be demolished in 1890-1891.2

Fig. 3: Path structure in 1713 (Hans Rietzin- Fig. 4; Path struciure in 1825 (Idam/Bux- Fig. 5 Path structure today (Idam/Bux-
ger 1713, Tagrevierkarte, 08, Tandesarchiv, baum) baum)

Linz, Karten- und Plinesainmlung, Signatur:
alt T XVIID

50

R a8 B =

Architcktonisches Erbe / Historische Geographic / Kulturelles Lrbe

pecween the two Wars the stretch from the Gosau mill to Hallstatr was partly widened and a parking place was
sanstructed North of the entrance to the village.

in 1958 the regional planning department and building control office had the inFention to cc?n‘stn;lct a Lhrcl)jugigl}i
d for the village in the course of which they wanted to tear down the old houses and repldce C em y bu
e he old style.® After the planning of the road and the acquisition of the land, the soil examining board
dl--n.gs lzet aertment un.dertook soil tests in the area of the marked-out route. The results showed that there were
1: letfpectp a lot of problems for the foundation of the street, so that in 1966 an alternative variation was con-

ariicted, the “double tunnel with parking terraces in the Miihlbach gorge”.”/

The Railway

The region was connected to the European traffic network by the Coml?letion of the \?Vest 1:’ailfway i;ltthS/ ?g
1nd the inauguration of the Salzkammergut railway (also called “Crown. Prince Rudolf .Raﬂway l) 1(mm ‘ d?g
Bad Aussee passing through Ischl in 1877.% The construction of the railway Il?tWOl‘k in the Salz -aﬂllTleslgL-l Iv\i!aqs
finished before the first world war® apart from the electrificatiof“ of th-e section Attnang-Pucheim to Stainach-
Irddning in 1924, that was the first completely electrified railway in Austria.
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Fig. 6: The “Pfannhaus” in Tahn (Kessler, I, 1773, Forma: 37,8°58,3 cm, Gmundner Bancale, rot 1029, fol.434, Finanz- und Hofkxammerar-
chiv, Wien)

The Pipeline, the so called “Sulzstrenn”

At the end of the 16th Century the insufficient wood resources in the inner SalzkammerguF made it imlzosm—
ble to treat all the brine in Hallstatt. The construction of a brine pipeline from the "Salzbe{g. of Hallftz{u :; ]:Zen—
sec passing by Ischl was the condition for the construction of the new “Pfannhaus” or boiling houa(,; 1nl e f;[:—
sely wooded region of the Traun lake. The “Pfannhaus” was the place where the pan for the dehydration of the

salt was situated. ' ‘
From 1595 to 1607 4 34 kilometres long brine pipeline consisting of 13.000, about 4,5 m long wood pipes was

constructed. This pipeline is called Strenn.
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Fig. 7: The "Gosauzwang” (Handschrift Nr. 627, Relation . d. 1781 Skat. Visiation d. Hofschreiberamt u. Markigericht Hallstatt betr., fol. 242
Orischaft; Gosauzwang, Lageplan, Finanz- und Hofkammerarchiv, Wien)

The most difficult section represented the crossing of the Gosau river. There the pipeline devided into three
steel reinforced wooden pipes in which the brine flew down the right side of the valley and then crossed the
river on a wooden construction, On the opposite side it climbed up the other sl

ope of the valley under pressure.
The only trace of this construction is the name of the place: Gosauzwang, Zwang being the German word for
conmpulsion.

In 1756 it was necessary to build a third brine pipeline from the Salzberg of Hallstatt to Ebensee and Ischl next
to the two existing ones because of the rising demand of salt especially in Bohemia. During its construction a
bridge on up to 30 metres high stone piers was built over the Go
evenly. Thus the enormous pressure in the
nical possibilities at that time.

In 1757 the wooden fields of the bridge, the so called “Sparmwerk”, was built.

sau river, so that the Strenn could slope down
pipes could be reduced a lot, which was a big problem for the tech-

This brine pipeline, which was the first raw material pipeline of the modern industrial times that connected
two and more villages and the exemplary crossing of thé valle

y of the Gosau river are of special importance. The
good condition of the bridge piers and the use of the bridge in its original function, seems to guarantee its pre-
servation for the near fisture.

3.2 The Evolution of the Buildin gs

3.2.1 The Markei:

The Early History and the Age of Romans

The buildings on the alluvial cone where most parts of the market are situated, are considered as one of the
most recent settlements with a certain importance in the “Salzkammergut”. '

In 1993, in the course of excavations there were found fragments of Roman ceramics, ceramics of the Ages of
Latene and of Hallstatt as well as one needle of bronze. On the bases of these findings we can believe in a de-
velopment of the market already in prehistoric times32 They also excavated stone walls of the Roman and early

modern times, like the bed of the old blacksmith — “Fluder” panelled with huge square stones.?* A so called “Flu-
der” is a small channel that was used by the blacksmith.

The Founding in the Middie Ages

The text of the market rights conferment in 1311 talks about wild mountains and green meadows
new salt mining of Hallstatt. % This would mean that at that time the village was

“green meadows”. The validity of this interpretation is opposcd by a documenta
tion in 1305.%% Another indication for existing

families who had their own houses in 131
and hospitals, which indicates an importa

and the
founded systematically on the

ry evidence on the salt produc-
buildings could be the privileges that were given to the bourgeois

1. 37 Already in 1313 salt donations were given to scveral monasteries
nt salt production right after the founding of the market 3
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indications allow us to conclude that the industrial production plfice was a systematically planned
g t that overlay the former buildings. These built traces are still readable today. -
2 de‘fdopﬂ'lleﬂlaus von Rihrenbach was the technical manager of the salt mining in Hallstatt during the pe-
Fflhefktlriflflfn}jnl;i(;}g He is one of the few technicians of the Middle Ages, who is known by name. Before he
riodl O :

i ; ; 39
me to Hallstatt, he directed the construction of the saltworks in Hall in Tyrol.
LA d )

The Extension in the 16th Century

ity of ian * *in Vienna. This “Hof-
The “Salzkammergut” was a closed economic entity of the Lower Austrian Holil;all\THTer 1nf\/:;1;jce %his o
: X i ini i »dy of the K. K. (imperial and royal) Ministry of Fi .

; " was the preceding administrative bo : : ry s ex
kdm'mi; constellation means that the regional authorities were the landowners, too. Thd‘t s why the fHa resei_
e ble té do as they pleased with the goods of the chamber without the agreement of the body o retpok -

) ' . . - - O )
W‘;f‘i{;s This special economic importance lead at a very early stage to the situation tl;étt the landowners
1V ‘ - - > o -
3 cially care of the stock and the development of the existing means of p1-'oduct1on. - e 1508 Aflr
peThe salt prociuction and the trade in salt was monopolised in the countries of the Habsburgs s1' : ’ ﬁousl
cauisition of Bohemia and Hungary in 1526, their salt market could be takenl over, too. Thlz COtI'l in © aryi
5 riilti;lg demand on the salt markets made necessary a significant augmentation of the production. Ap
au . . . - "
fro%n the salt works in Aussee, Hallstatt was the main production plant in this period. e 1550 6 A
Because of this development a smaller so called “Pfanne” or pan was constructed m. ‘3“;;1 ] bu[- -
«pfanne” is the installation where the brine is dehydrated. Its capacity was half of the f;l(l‘;‘;; larirfen,d Saltci e
ofiens it could not be used because of the missing following production centres such as “Plieseln” a
- ; : spatt 42
ml?f;z- “pfanne” was closed down in 1615 because of the lack of firewood in the surroundings ofS Halls;a;t;.G 43T[EZ
i as e i beginning of the 17th Century. Since
development was therefore reached in the i > o
B of bre was 5 1 50 called “Sulzstrenn™, the first
i 5C : to Ebensee, by a 34 km long s
lus of brine was brought to Ischl and fateron , 2 ’ : o st
;;Zlie of the Modern times. In those places there was enough firewood available, that could easily be broug
from the nearby woods.

- i Jalt: i aalstatt L... llstate 1725, po-
- ; t the market (Rietzinger, Hann@en (Hans], [...1 Accurate Mappe iiber dle“{...} baltgblerlg_;[ Alhier }zu Haalstatt [...}, Hallst p
Egilfc;;ée‘;%aelnﬁlde auf Leinwand, O, Landesarchiv, Karten- und Plinesammlung, Signatur: alt H XXTX.
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The Stagnation since the Beginning of the 17% Century
until the catastrophic conflagration in 1750

The development of the buildings and the extension® of the market is visible on pictorial sources from the
Mid - 17th Century on. Since that time the view of the village of Hallstatt was a preferred topic of the landscape
art. Matthaeus Merian®, one of the most famous landscape painters at that time, idealised his paintings in some
parts?7

The “Tagrevietkarte™® of 1713 and the “Acuraten Plan™® of 1725, both by Hans Rietzinger, give a very detai-
led picture of the buildings of the market of Hallstatt before the catastrophic conflagration in 1750. (Fig. 2 + 8)

Rielzinger's representations show the buildings that burned down during the fire of 1750:

The “Amthof”

The “Amthof” was the private and office building™ of the official scribe and therefore the centre of admini-
stration in the economic entity of Hallstatt. The former location was situated in the area that is still called “Am
Hot* today.

There is no written evidence on the date of construction of the “Amthor™.

The Court Chapel

The court chapel that was constructed around 1390, was integrated in a walled in courtyard.

The Hospital

Maximilian I. constructed the hospital and a small chapel attached to it to give shelter to old, handicapped and
sick people. Tt was extended in 1553,

The Hospital Chapel

The hospital chapel was situated in the area of today’s market place and was constructed in the 15th Century
like the hospital.

{
The “Pfannhaus” and the “Pfieseln”

The “Pfannhaus” or boiling house as a whole is the primary salt production centre. To gain the salt of the brine
— called “Sole” or “Sulze™ - that comes from the tunnels, it is necessary to dehydrate it by 75% and to bring the
salt to crystallisation.

This process took place in low open basins — the “Pfannen” — with a smoothly twisted ground®, so that it was
possible to tear the salt crystals to the borders and then take them out of the mother salt solution. The next step
was to crack the hot salt in moulds. Those standardised wooden moulds® that changed over the times®, had the
form of a cone and were called “Fuder”.

In the secondary salt production centres, the so called “Plieseln”, the newly produced salt was dried. Those
drying chambers were situated around the “Pfannhaus” or boiling house.? Towards the end of the 16th Century
52 “Pfieseln” can be prooved in Hallstatt, ¥ In 1934 some of them still existed in the garden of the house no. 29.%

The Recession, Starting in 1750 until the Beginning of Tourism

During the conflagration of 1750 the central area around the market place was destroyed to such an extent
that there has to be presumed a complete reconstruction, Parcels affected by the fire were sold to private per-
sons until 1773% and there is still one empty site left today. '

The only state-owned building to remain at the market was the forge that depended on the water forces of the
‘Miihlbach”. As private businesses only the places of packing remained at the market. The reason for the remai-
ning at the old sites was probably the financial weakness of the private salt manufacturers.

The cadaster of 1825%' shows three spits of land that can be interpreied as landing piers for the salt distribu-
tion. ® Calculated from today's lakeside line on, those land stripes being 20 to 30 meters wide, projected until 60

meters into the lake. They were separated by 10 meter wide canals in order to give also access to the land for
bigger ships.
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The northern spit of land was the continuation of the building structure in S-form that follows the Mihlbach.
The middle one continued the direction of the market place, whereas the southern spit of land stretched in the
width of the Wolfengasse into the lake.® Those three spits of land sunk into the lake because of a debris slide

i 1849%
The Flourishing of Tourism

The esthetical discovery of the “Salzkammergut” initiated by the realistic landscape paintings in the second half
of the 19th Century marked the start of tourism in the region. The picture Parthie von Hallstatt®™ — part of Hall-
statt — by Georg Ferdinand Waldmiiller is the prototype of the most widely spread view of Hallstati : a village,
Jsalf hanging on the rocks and half stretching into the water%

During the gradual loss of importance of the salt production, the dynamic development of tourism was just
what Hallstatt needed. A new upper strata, new professions and new shops determined the society and the land-
scape. Villas were built and holiday accommodations were created.”

Trails were installed, seaside resorts® constructed, possibility of excursions, fire works and lake parties arran-
zed, improvement associations® and “Trachtenvercine” were founded; all to support tourism by all means.
~ Around the turn of the century, when the noble city-dweller came on holidays and for his cure to Hallstatt, he
wouldn’t do without electrical light.” The firm “Stern & Haffer!” electrified Hallstait in 1912, ™

Already 16 years before the electric power station, that provided the salt works, was put into operation. 2

3.2.2 Lahn:
The Roman Ages

One Roman settlement can be proved from the middle of the first century until the beginning of the 5th Cen»—
tury. The settlement situated on the foot of the “Hallberg” and of the “Echernwand” was about 550 meters long.™

The Modern Times

The site was primarily used by agriculture. Only the mouth of the Waldbach served for the transport of woo-
den beams. Until the end of the 19th Century, the supply of wood as firewood represented a critical factor of the
encrgy-intensive  salt production. The enormous
need of wood for the saltworks initiated at an early
stage the rationalisation of forestry and transport. For
the supply of wood in this mountain regions with
plenty of water, the transport on the rivers turned out
to bhe the adeguate and economically justifiable

‘ transport system. This changed only with the intro-
duction of coal heating and the simultaneously des-
cending need of firewood after 1870.
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Fig. 9: Constmiction plan of the hospital (Panzenberger, 1774, Gmund-
ner Bancale, rot 1035, fol. 523, Finanz- u. Hofkammerarchiv, Wien)

Fig. 10: Today's view of the hospital (Idam/ Buxbaum)
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Only a few objects were built in Lahn before 1750. The representative character of the “Benefiziaten” house is
due to an extension and the construction of a wall around the garden in the late 17th Century.

The destruction of the industrial plant at the market by the conflagration of 1750 was the starting point for the
development of Lahn.

Since the reconstruction of the “Pfannhaus” or boiling house proofed to be uneconomic, it was thought about
the general abandonment of the sali production and its transfer to Ebensee, “Ex ratione publica” the “Pfannhaus”
was rebuilt in 1751 in Lahn.”

As the practice of religion was of a big importance at that time, there was the need to replace the burned down
court chapel. The Calvary ensemble with its chapel west of the Amtshaus built between 1700 and 1710, seemed
to influence considerably the choice of the site in Lahn, The construction of the centre of production and admi-
nistration in Lahn including the hospital” was finished around 1770. It can be considered as the oldest ensemble
in Hallstait7® apart from the few objects at the market that resisted in their central parts the conflagration of 1750.

The buildings of the salt works were extended and completed over the years to come. In the 19th Century for
example the “Waldbachsige” and the “Getreidekasten” were built at the lakeside. A fot of salt worker settled in
the surroundings of the industrial plant. Subsequently appeared a paitern of parcels and buildings in Lahn that
seem to be without any rules.””

At the end of the 19th Century large areas that were formerly used for the manipulation of wood became use-
less for the production by the change from wood heating to coal heating. Thus the salt works administration con-
strucied on these sites company’s apartments as multiple dwellings.

Lahn got another land mark with the construction of the technical wood college in 1905 that was extended in
1941,

The transfer of the company and the administration from Salzberg to the Lahn took place when the hereclitary
gallery was dug in 1952. The former salt works hospital was extended and became the administration building.
In 1961 the new elementary school was built next to the Waldbach.

From 1968 on the so called “Pfannhaus” which is the boiling house was demolished and the industrial area
was transformed step by step. By this Lahn passed from 1751 to 1968 through the same cycle that was to observe
in the market between 1305 and 1750: the installation, the rise and fall and finally its disappearance. Readable
remains the building structure, that was organised around the prevailing phantom of the production site. And just
the historical knowledge makes us understand this development.

3.3 The Analysis of the Sites and the Siructures
3.3.1. The Markei:

At about 1.200 meters over sea level the Mithlbach is created out of the confluence of the rivers of Langmoos,
Steinberg, and Kreuzberg”. It crosses the Salzberg valley in a stone walled bed”, falls down the hill abaut 250
meters in the so-called “Hol?, which means hell. Tts last preserved arm crosses the Market®® and ends at the lan-
ding place in the lake. The materjal brought by the Mihlbach to the lake for thousands of years forms a half-
cone at the end of the Miihlbach fall near the upper market place.

In the area of the market three distinct patterns of the parcels superpose each other. A lot of the buildings were
destroyed during the conflagration of 1750, but the shapes of the sites stayed in the most cases the same. The
reason is that the structures of ownership persisted in the private cases. Only the state-owned sites were parcel-
led out again and sold afterwards to private persons.

The meandering course of the Miihlbach is followed by a parallel row of houses. This building structure in 5-
form will be called as follows as layer A. Its adaptation to the natural course of the river can be interpreted as a
sign of high age. The facades of the houses in the concave part of the S-form constitutes the northern side of to-
day’s market place. In the convex part the western side of the upper market place is determined.®’

Another indication for the dating of the layer A before 1305 could be the directions of the roof ridges. In ge-
neral the roof ridges of the layer B follow the slope line of the area, even in the village parts of “Hallberg” and
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igamischen”. The roof ridges of the layer A disturb this rule and align with the radius of the curves of the Miihl-
|-ach, sometimes they differ up to 90° to the slope lines.™

The structure of the paths in layer B follows the slope lines® and the contour level lines of the cone of de-
lsris.® The former main street follows the cone tangentially so that the crossing streets are orthogonal to the
main street. As a result the shapes of the parcels are trapeziform and positioned in 2 way not to give o much
of a target to the floods and muds of the Mithlbach that was not regulated before 1888. This structure is an in-
dication for a systematical urban founding of the market as an industrial production plant in the Middle Ages.
:J‘jmewise layer B can be exactly classified between the foundation in the Middle Ages and the conflagration of

1750.
The disjointed isolated buildings constructed after 1750 will be called as follows as layer C.

The appearance of today’s market place, for example, is the result of important destructions of the respective
former structures. The eastern border of the market place is formed by the structure of layer B that takes over
the system of the lower northern buildings of layer A following by chance the slope line in this section. Especi-
ally the superposition of the three structural main layers and their fusion makes this place the centre of the mar-
ket

In the market of Hallstatt are very different articulated public spaces like the “upper market place”, the “mar-
kit place” or the “landing place”. The fire of 1750 and the following new parcelling and the new buildings of the
market also changed the public spaces distinctively.

The whole of not yet built areas of the “Pfannhaus™™ or boiling house and parts of the former coutt place form
a4 free space without any articulation. Today this green space is situated between the prehistoric museum, pro-
testant presbytery, the so called “Pfannhausbiihel” and the northern part of the lakeside street.

The “upper market place” which was part of the former market place, was separated through the construction
of the orphanage in 1767,
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Fig. 11: Layers of construction: A,B,C (Idam/ Buxbaum}

Fig. 12: The age of the buildings at the market (Idam/Buxbaum}
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The Market Place

The basic form of the place is an isosceles triangle whose south-western part ascends importantly.
The short side of the triangle is horizontal and formed by a section of the former “Hallstittersee main street
that is therefore a tangent to the place.
The three edges of the place are opened through narow, tentacle like lanes to the village.
The western lanet” connects the market place to the “upper market place”, that falls down on the other side.
The Trinity column® is situated in a spatially interesting place. In plan it is exactly in the centre of gravity of the
triangle. With this central emplacement it blocks the western side of the through running main street and sepa-
rates consequently the calm place from the lively street.

Fig. 13: The markel in 1825 (Steiner, Franz und Preiss, Sigmund, Fig. 14: The landing place in 1825 (Steiner, Franz und Preiss, Sig-
Franzisceischer Katasterplan, ,Urmappe, M 2880, KG Hallstatt mund, Franzisceischer Katasterplan, “Urmappe”, M 1:2880, KG
42007, Blatc Nrll, Topographische Anstall, Wien 1825, O&. Lan- Flallstt 42007, Batt Nr. 11, Topographische Anstalt Wien, 1825, O0.
desarchiv Linz) Landesarchiv Linz)

The Landing Place

The western border of the place is formed by the catholic church sitting on a colossal retaining wall of the
Middle Ages.

The southern border is formed by the bed of the Miihlbach walled with square stones of limestone and the
protestant church built between 1858 and 1863.

The landing place for the steamboat was constructed after the completion of the protestant church. 9

Nowadays at the east side, the landing place is completely open (o the lake aparl from the ticket-office kiosk
for the shipping company near the landing stage.
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Fig. 16: Lahn in 1713 (Idam)

Fig. 17: Lahn in 1825 (Idam)

Fig. 18: Lahn in 1960 (Idam)

Fig. 19: Lahn in 1980 (1dam)
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3.3.2 Lalii:

The Agricultural Area

Around about 1713, the density of building is rather low in accordance with the agricultural use of the area.
The “Benefizium” and the between 1700 and 1710 built Calvary ensemble with it’s big chapel are the characieri-
stic buildings.

The Industrial Area

The transformation of the Lahn from an agricultural area to an industrial area is already finished one century
later. In the southern area of Lahn the new administrative centre and the production plant are established in the
second half of the 18th Century.

The saling channel forms as the main artery the urban determinant of the area. The “Pfannhaus” or boiling
house and the secondary production sites are oriented parallel to the longitudinal axis of the channel. The “Amis-
haus” breaks this rule that determines the pattern of the production plant as well in its altitude as in its orienta-
tion.

South of the channel, the “Old path” runs diago-
nally to the grid of the production plant. The axis of
the buildings next to it take over the direction of the
path.

Notth of the chanmel a large area is kept empty,
the so called “landing place”, for the stocking of the
fire wood.

Around the walled in area of the “Benefizium” a
group of worker's houses are established.

Noitth of the Waldbach the new salt work hospital
is situated next to and old path.

The Expansion

In the “Pfannhaus” or boiling house the change-
over from wood heating to coal heating™ took place
in the year of 1887. ! Thus the landing place lost its
original function. The empty spaces were used for
construction and the buildings followed the orthogo-
nal plan grid of the production plant.

The buildings of the saltworks were enlarged and
completed during the following years. Until the be-
ginning of the 20th Century the saltworks forge, the
silo, multiple dwellings for the employees, the saw
of the Waldbach, and the kindergarden, the so called
Bewahranstalt for children, was constructed.

Fig. 15: Lahn in1825 (Steiner, Franz und Preiss, Sigmund, Franzis-
ceischer Kalusterplan, Urmappe®, M 1:2880, KG Ilallstatc 42007,
Blatt Nr.Il. Topographische Anstalt, Wien 1825, 0O6. Landesarchiv
Linz)

As an example we pick cut the development of
the area around the Waldbach’s mouth:

At 1825 the axis of the official buildings in the area of the mouth orientate to the border of the Waldbach and
the perpendicular “Old Path”. The private wooden buildings in the north western area are organised in accor-

dance with agricultural demands in the green space.

In 1875 the small wooden buildings have already disappeared whereas most of the newly constructed multi-
ple dwellings for the employees take over the direction of the official buildings.

The condensing of the area is more or less completed around about 1960.
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The Condensing

The changes around the former saltworks hospital: The construction of the main adit in 1952 initiated the
transfer of the mining plant and its administration from the Salzberg down to Lahn.

Therefore ther was built another storey onto the former hospital and it was transformed to the administration
building. In 1961 the new primary school was built next to the Waldbach.

Da dieser umfangreiche Berichi eine Ubersicht fiber die Zusidnde in Hallstatt zur Zeit der grofsen Feuersbrunst
1750 gibt, wurde eine ausfiibrliche Transkription auf den Seiten 19 bis 44 des urspriinglichen Textes von Idam-
Buxbaum gegeben, der im OO. Landesarchiv einzusehen ist,
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6 Anhang: Bericht des Hofrates Ferdinand von Quiex die zu
Haalstatt abgebrunnenen Sallz Pfannen betr.

(Auszug zusammmengesielli von Dir. Dr. Georg Wacha)

1750 Dezember 30, Wien (abgelegt am 23 Jinner 1751)

s 3. Dezember 1750 war der Berichterstatter in Gmunden angekommen und am 5. Dezember Uber den
f 'rv;u;;qee weiter nach Hallstatt gereist. Am 7. Dezember wurden die Besprechungen mit dem (Salz—)O_beramt ge-
r] ' T_Z:Ianach wurde zusammen mit den dortigen Werkmeistern die Brandstitte besichtigt und liber einen neuen
ghit,

iir die § -7 it dem Ausseer Salz-Verwalter — beraten.
tutz fiir die Salzpfannen — zusammen mi ' . o |

1 quch cinem Besuch in Aussee am 8. Dezember wurde am 9. Dezember die mégliche Situierung der neuen
o |-,¢,;:)fanne in der Lahn besichtigt (Abmessung des alldea beraus fliessenden Waldbachs Usw.)

e Fertiger und der Markt Halistatt tiberreichten eine Aufstellung i?ber_den erliftenen. Schad.c-lzn. P-Iofzat :g:;i);
<tillt Ubetlegungen wegen des Pfannenstandortes Ebensee an (wohin die So.le uber vier NI.G-I en m-l :osh ren
iz Stremmnen geftibret werde). Der Standort Hallstatt wire auch wegen des Klimas bcnachteﬂlgt3 weil in .:1 o
wintern der Hallstitter See und die untere Traun zufrieren und das Fuder Salz zu Land auf Scbl'z‘t.ten 1 . mi ;cCh
rofsen Unkosien zur Gmundnerischen Aufschiitt gebracht werden miisse, Auch der Traunsee wire gelegentl:

=) 1
- F:fi\?:: .dahcr fir das Kammergut nittzlicher, auch die dritte Plann in mebrgemelte_n Ebens‘ee Zu erf?auen. '

Dem stiinde entgegen, dai Hallstatt der urspriingliche Orth der Salz—]‘?rzeugung sei und die Hz{llsta'tter Fzm- :
ger ihre Geschiftsgrundlage verlieren wiirden. Die Versorgung der Pfa@en mit .Brennholz wlare k.J{b-er A(it
sohwierig, wenn man wirklich die abgebrannten Salzpfannen crneuelre, konnte es ﬁlch nur um 1(‘3111;16 eine t q—
lyge anhandeln. Es ginge also auch um die Ordnung des Holzbezugs innethalb der Amter des Salzkammergules.

Der Vorschlag des Berichterstatters war, die in Hallstadt fiirgeweste grosse Pfa.nnen' in zw‘ey zu zertb'ez‘ien, unzli
eine davon auf den kleinen Fuss in Hallstadr, die anderweitige aber zu Ebensee in gleicher Form zu errichienun
die Ve von Hallstatt mit Brennholz zu ordnen. ‘
dne[r:] (::1’?(:;% ;r;iau(:en Kalkulation wird der Einstellung des Sudbetriebes in Hallstat‘t' und der groffen Pfinjllilebm
Ebensee die Variante mit je einer kleinen Pfanne in Hallstait und in Ebensce gegeniiber gestellt. Der Bericht be-

tihrli ie Frage der Holztrift auf der Traun. ‘
har];i{i‘lt\fitrliitgciai einegneue Pfanne — 7 Klafter 3 Schuh fang und 6 Klafter breit (mitb.z'n Jast wm ein d?jzte;f
Hleiner als die ebevorige) — zu errichten und sie nicht wie bisher mit 6 Schuh langen Scheitern, sondenz1 ;mtu
schuh langen zu heizen; das zu schwemmende Holz konnte in 8 Schuh Linge gehauen Elnd erst an Ort ur\lf t; €
einmal geteilt werden. Weiters wird vorgeschlagen, die Pfannen um anderth?llb Schuh tiefer anzulegen. ) on en
Pfannen konnte ein Kamin die Hitze zur ersten Trocknung der Fiiderin in einem Canal ntftzen, bevﬁor :‘le in die
DérStube kommen. Verschiedene Magnahmen kénnten eine bessere Ausniitzung der Warme ermoglichen.

Die Kosten fiir die Errichung einer solchen Pfanne — errechnet vom Grofzkufenhiindler Veith unter Zuziehung
der Werkmeister — belaufen sich auf 11.742 fl (was gegeniiber der Rechnung fiir einen geplanten Bau 1694 mit
28.341 fl, wovon tatsichlich 15.848 fl gebraucht wurden, doch eine gewaltige Einsparung hedeute). -

Die neue Salzpfanne konne nicht wieder am alten Platz erbaut werden (Feuersgefahr, Schnee- 1-,1r-1d dStegjh -
ginge, kein Lagerplatz fiir Holz, das iglich iber den See herangebracht werden mufte), sondern sei Zn er Labn
... auf Piirsten (Holzpfihlen), weilen das Erdreich ein von vorigen Zeilen von dem S?e verlatssens“ﬂm urlt, aufzi—
richien und zu erbauen. Das Pfannhaus werde also nicht von Hallstatt wegverlegt, die Arbeiter kénnen im Markt
wohnen bleiben, die Fertiger wie bisher den Transport durchftihren. Ferners wird die Sulzen von den fiamn an-
stossenden Salz-Berg in einer geringeren Entlegenbeit durch eine Ribre zugefiihrt m:md das Wa‘sserfﬁom.ute VOII:’I
demjenigen genommen werden, so dermablen aus dem Gebiirg der Scbmit.zen zulauj?r. DaS‘Wabear"br e;rtie II};‘) ;
wendige Sigemihle kinne vom Wallbach genommen werden. Nur 1735 sei der See einmal so weit iber die Ule
getreten, daf3 auch dieses Gelidnde tiberschwemmt war. - o '

Am Ende des Berichtes wird iiber die Finanzierung des Baues durch die Salzfertiger (mit drarischer Hilfe) ge-
sprochen, doch soll nicht altes Material von der Brandstitte herangezogen werden, ) o

Das alte Amthaus wire nicht mehr verwendbar, weil es zu weit weg vom neuen Pfannhaus wirc, €5 TNB.I’(:‘ a S.O
ein solches obnweit der Bfannen anzubauen, und darinnen flir den Pfannbaufs Verwaltern, Waldmeistern, ein
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ganz weniges Unterkommen fiir den Berg-Inspectorn, vor beide Pfannenzuseber, dan dem Amisdiener mithin I
auch unter einstens eine Bebaltnus, wo statt einer Gefdngnus die strafmdssige Avbeither hinzustechen kommen,

PR | s [ i ;i oy i - §-
endlichen der Inschlet (Unschlitt) und Eisen-Keller dabey zugleich zugerichtet werden. Die Kosten dafiir wiirden About the Blg Amitshaus” in Hallstatt
3000 1 nicht iberschreiten. Statt des abgebrannten Getreide-Kastens konnte der beim Amthaus Steeg bentrzt o N
und vom dort wohnenden Clausen-Meisier bewacht werden. Die Hof-Kapelle, die Spital-Kirche und die Woh- 1. Introduciicin

nung der Spitdler, die Wohnung des Gegenschreibers, die Hiuser der Zuseher, Schlacht-Binke und Fleisch-
hacker-Wohnungen, auch der Feuer- und Diener-Turm wiren nicht mehr zu errichten (im Detail werden Vor-
schlige Giber Unterbringung und Finanzierung dieser Bauten gemacht). Die Wiederherstellung der Kirche mit
dem Turm wird nicht unter 3000 fl kosten. In Zukunft sollen in Halistatt nicht mehr als sechs Fertiger und in Lau-
fen fiinf bestelit werden; ob diese das Salzeinstofen weiterhin selbst durchfiihren sellen oder ob ein eigenes ali-
gemeines Stofshaus auf Unkosten des aerari 7u errichten sei? Nach einem Vorschlag von Graf Starthemberg sollen
die Fertiger eine Compagnie grinden, damit die Fertigung unier gemeinsamen Nabmen erfolge, und sowobl der
arme als der Reiche des berabfliessenden Vortheils sich erfreuen konne. Da bei der Feuersbrunst simtiche Ferti-
ger-Hauser verbrannt sind, die Stof-Siéck und Kiiefel-Bebaltnussen, auch die Kiigfer-Stuben erbaut werden miis-
sen, kdnnte dies in neuer Form geschehen. Die Meinung des Berichterstatiers wire, daR alles hierorts bey dem
alten gelassen werde und man nur dann eingreife, wenn die Fertiger nicht selbst ihre Bauten wiederherstellen
konnen. Bei den Arbeitern der Fertiger sollte eine Unterscheidung zwischen den Verheirateten — bleiben am Ot
—und den Unverheiratcten — werden anderst wobin verlegt — erfolgen. Die 24 Schiffleuth wiren auf die Halfte
einzuschrinken, die andere Hilfte nach Ischl zu verlegen. Bei den Rogbaiern soll es bei der vorigen Zah) ver-
bleiben.

Der ausfihrliche Bericht schlieft mit Uberlegungen, wie die Pfanne in Ebensee zu errichten wire (gleichzej-
tig wire dies aus Mangel an geeigneten Handwerkern nicht moglich), wie es mit der Soleleitung nach Ebensce
zu halten sei und bespricht die vom Verwes-Amt Hallstatt zusammen mit dem Pfarrer Ubergebene Consignation
iber die Schiiden in der Hohe von 43.000 fl. Man konne die Schadenersatztorderungen reduzieren, da das Feuer
nicht von drarischen Gebiuden ausgegangen wire, sollte aber einige schwer getroffene Bewohner (dem Wald-
meister blieb nicht ein Stiick seiner Kleidung, er erhielt etwas von Baron Sternbach geschenkt) beriicksichtigen.

Hofkammerarchiv Wien, Altes Bancale, rote Nr. 280, alte Aufstellungsnummer 9693, Jan, 1751,
105 Folien, beidseitig beschriftet, gebunden; die Beilagen A-X fehlen, ausgenommen Beilage X

Vgl. dazu Schraml, Salinenwesen 16.-1 8 Jahrh., 1932, S. 172 (mit Da\tierung der Verhandlungen in
Hallstatt auf den 23 Jinner 1751)

e 1: View at Lahn (Jdam/Buxbaum)

The “Big Amtshaus” in Hallstatt is not being used and more or less empty at the moment. With the dlecline of
ihe salt production at the end of the 20. Century the building lost its original importance. The aim of this work's—
lop is to develop new ideas, how a representative building of the Mid-18. Century might be incorporated again
in the functional structure of the village.

Z. Building Description
2.1 The Facades

The “Big Amishaus” is situated on a little hill at the southern border of Lahn. The monumental appearz‘lnce of
the building is emphasisecl by the borders that taper off in perspective. In order to structure the facade different
levels of plaster and colourings are used. The plastered architectural elements are coloured in white and the zero
level is coloured in so called Schonbrunn-vellow. Above the striped basement the upper stories are visually held
together by wide colossal pilasters. The upper horizontal border is formed by a richly profiled le.d.ge. A curved
gable emphasises the axis of symmetry of the main facade. The edged windows are situated on f.uelds of pla.st.er
that are slightly raised over the zero level. An impressive two-stories high Mansard roof emphasises the official
character of the “Big Amtshaus,.

2.2 The Struciures of the Plans
The Linear Measures

The measures of the investigated original plans are Viennese foot and Viennese Klafter“. One Viennese foot
corresponds to 0,98 foot and one Viennese ,Klafter® to 1,93 yards.
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